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Diane Feinstein



In the times before recorded queer history, our
people lived openly in the lands that are now
called the Bay Area. But as the nuclear fam-
ily replaced tribal society, queer people were
first marginalized, and then forced off of the
land, and intoThe City, where they were prey
to al manner of iniquity and rent gouging.
Queerswere hunted and beaten and mutilated.
We wereforced to meet in secret, and to deny
our identity.

Hew Years revelers at California Hall, 1964

Throughout thisperiod of persecution, queers
were bouyed by God's promise that one day,
they would return to the land of sunshine, to
the land of Berkeley, for it iswritten,

land of fruits and nuts...

“ And the Lord saw that the queer peoplewere
harried inthisland. And the Lord spake onto
the prophet Harvey, “ You will lead your
people across the wide waters unto a new
land.” Harvey was fearful, and he cried to
the Lord, “ How will we cross the wide wa-
ters? For they are cold, and they are filled
with all manner of hazardous substances and
raw sewage and other pollutants.” And the
Lord responded, “ fear not, Harvey, for agreat
bridgewill be built, and the peoplewill cross
into this land. And this land will be called
Berkeley. | say, Lo, | have promised the land
of Berkeley to the lesbians and to the gays,
and to the bisexuals, and to the transgenders
and to theintersexed, and to all of the gender
variant peoples. And thisland shall be blessed
with fruits and nuts, unto 50 genderations.”
— Book of Reclamations and Realty, 4.0

Her promise sustained usin
our darkest hours...

For centuries,queers repeated this promise at
the end of the annual closet festivals, asthey
chanted, “Next Year, In Berkeley.” In the
1940's queers began to resettle in Berkeley.
A smoke shop on Bancroft Avenue sold les-
bian pulp novels. Queers began to gather at
the I-House. In 1969 a Gay Liberation Front
was formed. In 1973 the first queer commu-
nity house, the Pacific Center, opened its
doors.

In 1970, Gay Sunshinebegan 12 yearsof pub-
lication, in fulfillment of the prophesy, “ For
the Sunshine shall issue forth out of Berke-
ley, and warmthe Gay people, and they shall
be blessed.”
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In 1960, gay leaders began to promote the
concept of ahomeland for homosexuals. “ Re-
turn usto theland,” they argued, “ so that we
maly stop the depravity of our urban lifestyle.”
Just prior to hisassasination, John F. Kennedy
was said to have offered some land in East-
ern Oklahoma. But the QueerNationistsheld
to the historic prophesy, that queers would
some day return to settle in all of Berkeley.
Following the assassination of gay leader
Harvey Milk, San Francisco Mayor Diane
Feinstein signed the historic “ Feinstein Dec-
laration,” establishing a queer homeland in
Berkeley.



